The lycosid genus Agalenocosa
Introduction
The wolf spider (Lycosidae Sundevall, 1833) genus Agalenocosa Mello-Leitão, 1944 was proposed by Mello Leitão (1944) based on four new species from Buenos Aires Province, Argentina: Agalenocosa singularis MelloLeitão, 1944 (type species), A. fimbriata Mello-Leitão, 1944 , A. gentilis Mello-Leitão, 1944 and A. punctata Mello-Leitão, 1944 . The genus was characterised by Mello-Leitão by the eye arrangement, shape of the chelicerae, number of cheliceral teeth, shape of the labium, spination pattern of the anterior tibiae and the presence of an apophysis on the male palpal tibia. Without explicit morphological justification, Roewer (1955) transferred ten species from Southeast Asia and Australia, Central America, West Indies and India to Agalenocosa, and listed the genus in the subfamily Lycosinae Sundevall, 1833. Most recently, Capocasale (2001) transferred Aulonia luteonigra Mello-Leitão, 1945 from Argentina to Agalenocosa and Alvares (2006) suggested that the genus must be placed on Venoniinae Lehtinen & Hippa, 1979 .
The aim of this study is to review the currently known species of Agalenocosa, and describe three new species discovered in several arachnological collections in recent years. The morphology of the genus is analysed with respect to currently recognised wolf spider subfamilies.
Material and methods
Specimens and figures. Specimens are deposited in the Arachnological collection of the Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales "Bernardino Rivadavia", Buenos Aires, Argentina (MACN-Ar, Cristina L. Scioscia), Museo de La Plata, Argentina (MLP, Luis Pereira, Cristina Damborenea), American Museum of Natural History (AMNH, Sweden) for loaning the relevant type specimens under their care. I am indebted to the American Museum of Natural History and Norman Platnick for the loan of Agalenocosa material and the support provided during a visit their collection; thanks also to Louis N. Sorkin and Nadine Duperré for their kind help during my visit to the AMNH collection. Special thanks to Charles Griswold of the California Academy of Sciences and the Lakeside Fellowship that provided support to travel to San Francisco to participate in the Lycosoidea Summit. I am also thankful to Cristian Grismado and Adalberto J. Santos for the friendly review of the first draft of the manuscript; to the Administración de Parques Nacionales of Argentina; to the personnel of the National Parks Calilegua, Reserva Natural Otamendi, and the Predelta National Park, Reserva Natural Costanera Sur and all our co-collectors for their assistance in the field work. Support for this study was provided by Museo Argertino de Ciencias Naturales and grants FONCyT PICT-2007-01393, CONICET PIP 112-200801-03209 to Martín Ramírez and the Collection Study Grant, from the American Museum of Natural History. I appreciate comments on an earlier draft of this manuscript by Volker Framenau. Thanks to the reviewers, Estevam Cruz da Silva and Yuri Marusik and to the editor Cor Vink, for the suggestions that improved the manuscript.
